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arch NAMED INAUGURAL WINNER OF THE ash Institute (Harvard kennedy school of governMEnt) / FANNIE MAE FOUNDATION innovationS IN AMERICAN GOVERNMENT AWARD IN AFFORDABLE HOUSING

A Regional Coalition for Housing (ARCH) has been selected as the inaugural winner of the national Fannie Mae Foundation Innovations in American Government Award in Affordable Housing.  This award is a collaboration between the Ash Institute of the John F. Kennedy School of Government and the Fannie Mae Foundation.  Announcement of the award will occur at the annual Excellence in Government conference in Washington D.C. along with the announcement of the other five winners of the Innovations in Government Award.  The Award includes a $25,000 grant to study ARCH’s replicability in other regions of the country.  The six award winners were selected out of a pool of nearly 1,000 applications received from local, state and federal government programs.

ARCH is a unique partnership of 15 Eastside cities and King County working together to address the wide range of housing needs in east King County communities, with particular emphasis on preserving and increasing housing opportunities for low and moderate income households.  Primary activities of ARCH include helping member cities to coordinate their financial support to groups creating affordable housing, and assisting members governments in developing housing policies to allow a diversity of housing types.  ARCH housing trust fund loans and/or grants totaling over $19 million have supported community not-for-profit and private housing groups to develop over 1,800 units of housing for lower income Eastside families, seniors, and persons with special needs.  These city resources have leveraged over $200 million in other public and private resources for this housing.

Redmond Mayor Rosemarie Ives, who was in Washington DC to accept the award on behalf of the ARCH members, notes that cities formed ARCH to bring more affordable housing to the Eastside. “I have seen cities step up to the mark in working together through ARCH by bringing our vision for affordable housing into reality.”  Mayor Ives has been on the ARCH Executive Board since its beginning in 1992 and served as ARCH’s first Executive Board Chairperson.

Bellevue Mayor Connie Marshall stated that Bellevue, as one of ARCH’s four founding members has been very pleased with its role in ARCH.  “ARCH is a great example of an effective partnership between the cities in East King County and the County.  It shows how governments can work together to address a common issue and to find successful solutions.”  

These thoughts are echoed by King County Executive Ron Sims.  "The ARCH partnership helps the County and cities in East King County more effectively address one of the most pressing issues we face - affordable housing for all our residents. The County and its suburban city partners  look at ARCH as a great collaborative model for government working together.  Developments such as Greenbrier in Woodinville, Avondale Park and Overlake Village in Redmond, Evergreen Court in Bellevue, and Ellsworth Senior Apartments in Mercer Island illustrate how this partnership has led to meeting a wide range of housing needs across East King County."  Mayor Don Brocha of Woodinville, one of the partners in Greenbrier said that “there is no way as a new and relatively small city, we could have ever undertaken such a complex project without assistance from ARCH.  However, that experience has shown us that Woodinville can provide much needed housing for our local workforce.  We look forward to working with ARCH in other efforts.”

The success of ARCH is dependent not only on the partnership of its government members, but partnerships with many community organizations and private developers who develop and operate housing.  Todd Bennett, is a private residential builder and long time Chairperson of DASH, a Bellevue based non-profit housing organization.  “The support provided by cities through ARCH has made a significant contribution to DASH’s growth and success over the past decade.  We have grown from our first project of less than 20 units to mixed income affordable communities with up to 200 units.  ARCH and its member cities have provided key support to DASH each step of the way.” 

At the recent dedication of Plum Court, a 66 unit preservation project located in downtown Kirkland completed by DASH, Mayor Mary-Alyce Burleigh stated that “the long term solution to homelessness is to provide affordable housing opportunities to all residents of our community.  ARCH helps provide affordable housing throughout the eastside in ways that fit into the community.  Plum Court shows how they have helped turn a Council vision into reality.”  

Doreen Marchione, Executive Director of Hopelink, commented, “Cities, with assistance from ARCH, have found many creative ways to support our efforts to meet the needs of local homeless families.  ARCH may not be an organization that is seen on the front line of serving low income and homeless families, but through ARCH, cities have become a critical partner in creating thousands of affordable housing units for low and moderate income households.”  
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